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CREDIT REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION: 

 

32 credits are required for graduation from PCHS. 

 

The following credits of work are required: 
 

English    4 credits 

Mathematics   3 credits (Including 1 class with Geometry content) 
Social Studies   3 credits (One credit in U.S. History, Pass Illinois Constitution exam, Pass U.S.     

   Constitution exam, one semester of U.S. Government, and Introduction to       

 Social Studies) 

Science    3 credits 

Consumer Education  ½ credit (Or pass the IL Consumer Ed. Proficiency Exam) 

Fine Arts    2 credits 

Physical Education & Health  2 credits  

Driver Education   Pass the classroom portion 

Vocational Education  1 credit  

One credit must be earned in one of the following areas:  Agriculture, Industrial Tech, Consumer Science, Foreign Language, Business Education, or Health 

Occupations. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

Students will be allowed to earn up to three credits toward graduation requirements from outside sources.  Students must obtain pre-approval from the principal and 
work with the counselor to make appropriate arrangements.  If you have any questions, “ASK FIRST”.  Credit is given for classes taken off campus if used to make-up 

for courses failed.  This will not count toward GPA.  Make-up classes taken during the summer will not count in GPA. 

 

COLLEGE PREPARATORY RECOMMENDATIONS AND COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 The recommendations listed below are general in nature and will prepare the students to pursue academic work at the college level.  Completion of these 

recommended subjects, however, does not guarantee admission.  Colleges usually base their decisions on  test scores, accumulative grade point averages, class rank, 
specific courses, type and quality of high school, and recommendations.  Those students interested in college should make early contact with their guidance counselor 

and periodically discuss their intentions. 

 High School courses recommended for college-bound students: 
  4-5 credits – English 

  3-4 credits – Math 

  3-4 credits – Foreign Language, Art, Music or Vocational 
  3-4 credits – Social Studies 

  3-4 credits – Science 

    .5 credits – Consumer Education 
 The trend seems to be for colleges and universities to adopt tougher admission requirements.  Several colleges and universities have adopted specific high 

school subject patterns that must be met in order to gain full admission status.  Students are advised to check with their counselor about the requirements for the school 

of their choice. 
 

COURSE SELECTION 

 
 Selection of one’s courses is a very important decision.  Hopefully, students will choose courses that are going to challenge them academically as well as 

prepare them for the future.  Counselors are available to help you plan your high school career and beyond. 
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COURSE NUMBER 011 ART I 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-12 
This course is designed to provide the student with an educational background in many artistic experiences in which a 
wide variety of art materials are used. Areas that will be covered are penciled drawing, pastel drawing, watercolor 
painting, art history, lettering, one and two-point perspective, drawing of face, etc. There may be some individual 
expenses, but the cost should not exceed $15.00 per student.  
 

COURSE NUMBER 021 ART II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Art I 
GRADE:  10-12 
This course is designed to provide students with a continuation of concepts and skills developed in Art I. The student 

will incur a $15 fee. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 031 ART III 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Art II 
GRADE:  11-12 
This advanced course is designed for the student who wishes to work at a more independent level. Students are 
allowed some choice in project and media selection. Students will incur a $20 fee. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 024--PAINTING 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  PASSED ART I 
GRADE:  10-12 
This course is designed to encourage students to develop capabilities in painting.  Students will work from memory 
and observation and develop an understanding of visual organization of art elements to support personal expression.  

The goal of the course is to encourage a personal approach as well as to develop skills and techniques.  A variety of 

projects will be completed in watercolors and acrylics.  A $20.00 fee will be incurred for supplies. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 026 PAINTING II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Art I and Painting I 
GRADE:  11-12 

This advanced course is designed to further develop students‘ capabilities in painting.  Students will work from 
memory and observation and develop an understanding of visual organization of art elements to support personal 
expression.  The goal of the course is to encourage a personal approach as well as to further develop skills and 
techniques.  A variety of projects will be completed in watercolors, acrylics and oil paints.  A $25.00 feel will be 
incurred for supplies.  

 

COURSE NUMBER 025 DRAWING 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Art I, may not enroll in any other Art class unless permission from the teacher is given 
GRADE:  10-12 

 
This course will introduce methods of drawing from observation. Emphasis will be on object drawing and on methods of creating the illusion of 

space. Composition and organization of the elements of design will be a concern at all times.  Drawing exercises will include linear perspective, 

structural drawing, value, contour drawing, gesture drawing, line variation drawings, rendering drawing, hatching/cross-hatching and stippling.  

Students must have passed Art I to take this class and may not take this class simultaneously with another art class without consent of 

teacher. 
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COURSE NUMBER 010 BEGINNING BAND 
CREDIT:  1/2 (1 semester) Only offered 1st semester during mini-block 
PREREQUISITES:  Must have an approved instrument of purchase an approved instrument.  Teacher can help with 
obtaining rental or purchase of instrument. 

GRADE:  9-12 
Students will be taught the basics of playing a band instrument.  Students that advance can be included in regular 
band 2nd semester.  Can be students with no background or students that may have played an instrument in the past. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 012 BAND 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-12 
First and second year high school band students will be expected to participate in the Concert Band, Marching Band, 
and Pep Band. The students will experience all new musical selections each year and will study a variety of musical 
styles, rhythmic figures, and composers. Course requirements include over thirty public performances yearly including 
football games, basketball games, parades, and contests. Students will be encouraged but not required to participate 

in the state solo and ensemble contest.  
Third and fourth year high school band students will be required to fulfill all objectives expected of first and second 

year students. In addition, students will be responsible for additional leadership responsibilities and must participate in 
state contests. Proper equipment management, an increased involvement in clinics, festival, concerts, tutoring of 
younger students and advanced training with a private instructor will be used to determine a grade and credit.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 013 AUXILIARY BAND 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

CO-REQUISITES:  Band  (Students must be selected by audition held in the spring) 
GRADE:  9-12 
This course is for students who participate in the Marching Panther flag squad whose members are active in band 
during the first and second quarters of the school year. The course of study includes detailed marching instruction; 
use of flags or other props to help convey the feeling of music; learning to master the use of the guard equipment; 
working together as a group to achieve a common goal, learning cooperation, leadership, and responsibility, as well as 
developing a sense of pride in achieving these goals. Students will also learn to relate their movements and 

enhancements to the overall picture and musical performance, and learn basic counting patterns in the musical 

selections.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 014 JAZZ BAND 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must be in regular band class and have approval of instructor. 
GRADE:  9-12 

Jazz Band will provide to students instruction in the jazz idiom and style. Participation in performances outside of class 
will provide a large basis of the course grade.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 015 CHORUS 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-12 
First and second year high school chorus students will be expected to participate in all choral activities. These include 
Christmas concert, spring concert, baccalaureate and other activities as scheduled. Students will be encouraged to 
participate in state solo and ensemble contests. Students will experience all new musical selections each year and will 

study musical styles and rhythmic figures.  
Third and fourth year high school chorus students will be required to fulfill all objectives expected of first and second 
year students. An increased involvement in clinics and state solo and ensemble contest will also be required. Grades 

and credit will be granted on the basis of a successful completion of all of the established objectives.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 016 MUSIC ENRICHMENT AND MUSIC APPRECIATION 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None  
GRADE: 9-12 
Students will experience an in-depth study of music including: music history, music theory, music technology, music 

composition, and music appreciation. The course is open to all grade levels and will be a semester class. 
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COURSE NUMBER 120 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-10 (sophomore requirement) 
This course includes instruction in seasonal team sports such as basketball, football, volleyball, soccer, speedball, 
wrestling, gymnastics, weightlifting, softball, field hockey, badminton, archery, aerial darts, cross country, and track 
and field events. Also included are physical fitness exercises and testing. Each student is required to have a clean blue 
uniform, white socks, tennis shoes, towel and soap. Locks are provided for individual lockers.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 125 ATHLETIC PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Student Athlete 
GRADE:  10-12 
This class will be offered to sophomore, junior, and senior athletes who are willing to work to improve their strength, 

flexibility, and overall agility.  This class will develop skills, knowledge, attitudes, and conditions important to proper 
weight training.  Strength training, flexibility, plyometrics, and cardiovascular conditioning will be emphasized daily 
through a fitness plan developed and maintained by the teaching staff. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 137 SPORTS OFFICIATING  
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  11-12 
This course will be offered to students who have an interest in becoming a registered Illinois High School Association 

athletic official. The sports that the course will cover are football, volleyball, basketball, baseball, softball, track & 
field, and wrestling.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 112 HEALTH 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE: 9-10 (sophomore requirement) 

Health is a condition of good living. Opportunities that promote healthful living will be explored. Instruction includes 
information on proper diet, smoking, drinking, drug use, precaution against common infections, first aid, etc. Other 
units cover community health, communicable diseases, grooming, dental health and mental health. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 122 DRIVER EDUCATION 
CREDIT:  ¼ (1 quarter) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-10 (sophomore requirement) 
The objective of the driver education program is to teach students to be safe, courteous, and skilled drivers. 
Classroom concepts are illustrated in practice driving instruction. The classroom phase of the course consists of thirty 
clock hours of instruction utilizing methods such as lecture, discussion, and audio-visual aids. The driving phase 
consists of six clock hours of behind the wheel practice with a dual control automobile, which provides practical 
learning experiences for the student. 

With the passage of Illinois Public Law 88-188, any student enrolled in Driver Education must have passed eight 
academic credits over the previous two semesters. Law does not otherwise permit enrollment.  Also, with the passage 
of the Graduated Driver Licensing System in Illinois, parents must verify that their student has obtained a minimum of 

twenty-five clock hours of practice before a license will be granted. Additionally, student drivers must have held a 
learner's practice permit for a minimum of three months. Questions regarding these new guidelines should be referred 
to any PCHS Driver Education teacher. 
 

 
COURSE NUMBER 2101 ENGLISH I 
CREDIT: 1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify need 

GRADE:  9 
See course description for English I. 
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COURSE NUMBER 2201 ENGLISH II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify need 
GRADE:  10 

See course description for English II. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 2301 ENGLISH III 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must have passed all semesters of English I & II; IEP must identify need. 
GRADE:  11 
See course description for English III. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 2401 ENGLISH IV 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify need. 
GRADE:  12 

See course description for English IV. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 211 ENGLISH I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None  
GRADE:  9 (freshman requirement) 
English I is designed to strengthen students‘ reading and writing skills. Literature studied includes short stories, 
poetry, dramas, novels, and an epic poem. Selected literary terms and techniques as applicable to an author‘s style of 

writing are discussed. In addition, emphasis is also placed upon grammatical concepts, sentence analysis, and the 
mechanics of the writing process for structuring compositions. Literary units may be interspersed with both 
grammatical and writing units to emphasize and illustrate the main concepts relating to those units.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 221 ENGLISH II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Pass both semesters of English I 

GRADE:  10 (sophomore requirement) 

The major focus of this course is to further improve the student‘s basic writing skills and to heighten his/her interest 
in and understanding of various types of literature. Some emphasis is placed on the study of grammar, especially the 
study of phrases, clauses, mechanics, and sentence improvement. Of even greater significance is the instruction in the 
writing process, as students practice creative, descriptive, and persuasive modes of writing. Literary selections 
including short stories, novels, poetry, plays, non-fiction, legends, and myths are chosen to illustrate certain literary 
elements, terms, and techniques.  

 
COURSE NUMBER 231 ENGLISH III 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Students must have passed all semesters of English I & II 
GRADE:  11 
The focus of this course is primarily the writing and the various methods of developing ideas in composition. 

Paragraph and multi-paragraph development will be emphasized in the major assignments, which may include 
opinion, comparison/contrast, cause and effect, literary analysis, and research papers. Reviews of mechanics and 
usage will be included as necessary. A chronological study of American literature is also included. Students will learn 
to work cooperatively, communicate effectively, think critically, and acquire knowledge and understanding of the 

relationship between history and literature.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 241 ENGLISH IV 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Students must have passed all semesters of English I, II, & III 
GRADE:  12 
This course continues to integrate reading, writing, speaking, and listening to provide students an opportunity to think 
coherently, to write clearly and effectively, and to read with understanding and appreciation. Reading material covers 
all genres. Responses to the literary works require varied levels of thinking skills measured through assessments of 
writing and speaking. Students will continue to develop composition skills through a variety of writing experiences.  
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COURSE NUMBER 232 HONORS ENGLISH III 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Students must have passed all semesters of English I & II, and meet 2 of the 3 following criteria:  
score at least 90% on the ITED Reading and Expression subtests, teacher recommendation from his/her former 

English teacher, or score 5 out of 6 possible points on two sample paragraphs written and scored under the auspices 
of the English department. 
GRADE:  11 
Honors English III includes the English III curriculum supplemented with advanced writing and literature material. This 
honors class concentrates on the development of college preparation skills, composition, analytical writing, 
vocabulary, American and world literature, and research. Higher-level thinking skills are emphasized.  
 

 COURSE NUMBER 242 HONORS ENGLISH IV     CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Students must have passed all semesters of English I, II, & III and satisfy the same criteria as 
listed for Honors English III. 
GRADE:  12 
Honors English IV provides highly motivated seniors an in-depth study of a wide variety of language arts skills. The 

course allows students provisions for a thorough analysis of English literature through demanding reading 
assignments, advanced writing skills in both topic and style, and development of logical, critical, and creative thinking 

skills measured through assessments of reading, speaking, and writing. Students are expected to read outside of class 
and to complete assignments pertaining to those readings. Units culminate in research papers, projects, and 
presentations.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 229 YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE 
CREDIT: .5 PER SEMESTER 

GRADE LEVEL:  10-12  
PREREQUISITIES:  Pass English Classes 
This course involves the study of adolescent class and modern literature, emphasizing the evaluation of various works 
and their appropriateness for the young adult reader.  Students will apply principles of criticism in written and oral 
discussions.  Examples of books that will be read are Speak, Star Girl, Touching Spirit Bear, and others. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 228 SHORT STORIES 

CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  Passing grade in English I 
GRADE:  10-12 
Literary selections will include works by various authors from many time periods representing the development of the 
short story genre in different cultures.  Daily reading, some writing, and project assignments are major parts of the 
course. 

 

COURSE NUMBER 212 ACCELERATED READING 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE: 9-12 
This semester course will serve as both reading skills review and reading enrichment class.  Students will draft a 
contract in conjunction with the teacher listing mutually agreed upon content and tasks.  Contingent upon the makeup 

of the class, whole or small group direct instruction/review of reading techniques and strategies and research may be 
implemented. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 235 CLASSIC MYTHOLOGY 

CREDIT: 
PREREQUISITES: Passed all semesters of corresponding English I, II, and III courses. 
GRADE: 10-12 

This course offers students the opportunity to study myths from various cultures around the world including British, 
Norse, and Roman with an emphasis on classical Greek mythology.  The course will focus on the similarities in 
themes, characters, and events among myths from different cultures.  Based on the myths they read, students will 
draw conclusions about the values of various cultures and the traits of those whom various cultures called their 
―heroes‖. Students will show evidence of understanding the various myths through daily assignments, class 
discussions, projects and quizzes.  This course is for students who enjoy reading and participating in serous class 

discussion and debate. 
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COURSE NUMBER 236 HISTORICAL FICTION  
CREDIT: 
PREREQUISITES: Passed all semesters of corresponding English I, II, and III courses. 
GRADE: 10-12 

This course will offer students the opportunity to combine the study of history with the study of literature.  Students 
will read and analyze several historical fiction novels with regard to the elements of plot, character, and theme.  In 
addition, they will research the novels‘ historical context.  Students will show evidence of understanding the various 
novels through daily assignments, class discussions, projects, and quizzes.  This class is for serious students who 
enjoy history, reading, and research. 
 

 

COURSE NUMBER 3301 UNITED STATES HISTORY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify 
GRADE:  11 

The study of American history gives the student an opportunity to know and evaluate the events of the past that have 
placed us in our present political and physical environment. Students will discover and discuss the successes of 
Americans as a nation. The course also provides an opportunity for research and assessment of outstanding national 

failures and considers preventive measures. It is a detailed and careful scrutiny of important happenings since the 
first explorations. It is also a preparation for responsible citizenship in a progressive American democracy. United 
States History will include the required study of such topics as the Holocaust and the contributions of women, black 
Americans, and labor unions to the growth and  
development of the republic 
 

COURSE NUMBER 3401UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify  
GRADE:  12 
Basic United States government is designed to provide students with an operational overview of the foundations, 
development and operation of the United States government. Subject matter will encompass the basic founding 
principles on which our government is based/developed, the functioning of local/state/federal governments and 

American foreign policy issues facing our nation.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 310 INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL STUDIES 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE: 9 (freshman requirement) 
Introduction to Social Studies is a survey course that provides an overview of the various social science disciplines. 

Course topics focus on history, geography, psychology, sociology, economics, political science, and anthropology. The 
required study of the United States and Illinois Constitutions is included, along with a study of the Declaration of 
Independence and flag etiquette.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 320 GEOGRAPHY  
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE :  10 
Through the study of geography, students will explore and discover the processes that shape the earth, the 

relationships between people and environments, and the links between people and places. Geography will help 
students to build a global perspective and to understand the connections between global and local events. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 321 ANCIENT WORLD HISTORY 

CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None  
GRADE:  9-10 
Ancient World History examines the historical beginnings and basic developments of major civilizations in the history 
of the world. This course focuses on western civilization from pre-history through the civilizations of Greece and Rome 
to the middle ages. Emphasis is placed on the economic, social, political, military, and religious aspect of the periods 
studied. Students will gain skills in the knowledge, comprehension, recall, and synthesis of historical events.  
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COURSE NUMBER 322 MODERN WORLD HISTORY 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-10 

Modern World History continues the study of the development of civilization beginning with the Middle Ages, 
Renaissance, and Reformation through the Industrial Revolution. The development of the Western world and the 
significance of imperialism to that evolution will be discussed in addition to an overview of the events and forces that 
shaped the history of the twentieth century.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 309 STREET LAW 
CREDIT:  1/2 (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  NONE 
GRADE:  11-12 
Objectives of this course include a practical understanding of the law and legal system.  Understanding the 
fundamental principles and values underlying our Constitution, laws and legal system.  To promote awareness of 
current issues and controversies relating to law and the legal system.  To bring about a greater sense of justice, 

tolerance and fairness.  To develop a willingness and an ability to resolve disputes through informal and formal 
methods.  To improve understanding the roles that law, lawyers and law enforcement officials and the legal system 

play in our society and improve basic skills, including critical thinking and reasoning, communication, observation and 
problem solving. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 335 HUMANITIES 
CREDIT:  .5 PER SEMESTER  
PREREQUISITES:  NONE 

GRADE:  11-12 
 The humanities concern themselves with the complete record of human experience—exploring, assessing, 
interpreting, and refining of our world and existence.  The humanities include, but are not limited to history, literature, 
philosophy and ethics, languages and cultures; linguistics; jurisprudence or philosophy of law; archaeology; 
comparative religions; the history, theory, and criticism of the arts, drama, and theatre; and those aspects of the 
social sciences (anthropology, sociology, psychology, political science, government, and economics) that use historical 
and interpretive methodologies to understand our lives and world.  Without this knowledge, how can we possibly 

govern ourselves wisely and well? 

 
COURSE NUMBER 330 UNITED STATES HISTORY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  11 (junior requirement) 
The study of American history gives the student an opportunity to know and evaluate the events of the past as related 

to our present political and physical environment. Students will discover and discuss the successes of Americans as a 
nation. The course also provides an opportunity for research and assessment of outstanding national failures and 
considers preventive measures. It is a detailed and careful scrutiny of important happenings since the first 
explorations. It is also a preparation for responsible citizenship in a progressive American democracy. United States 
history will include the required study of such topics as the Holocaust and the contributions of women, black 
Americans, and labor unions to the growth and development of the republic. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 344 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  12 (senior requirement) 
United States government is designed to provide students with an operational overview of the foundations, 
development and operation of the United States government. Subject matter will encompass the basic founding 

principles on which our government is based/developed, the functioning of local/state/federal governments, and 
American foreign policy issues facing our nation.  
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COURSE NUMBER 331 PSYCHOLOGY 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES: None 
GRADE:  11-12 

Psychology serves as an introduction to the study of behavior and mental processes. Topics studied include the 
biological basis of behavior, levels of consciousness, development, memory, personality, abnormality, motivation, and 
emotion. Students will gain insights regarding human behavior.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 332 SOCIOLOGY  
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  11-12 
This course provides students with a comprehensive coverage of society and culture, social structure, social 
institutions, and social problems. Specific topics covered will include self-images, racial groups, authority, urban/rural 
living, deviance, social movements, collective behavior, and social change. The course is discussion-oriented with 
many interactions among students. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 333 WORLD FOCUS 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  11-12 
This current events class is based on the premise that various news sources eventually become one‘s primary social 
studies text. The content-heavy textbook with its pre-digested knowledge is frequently out of date in the modern day 
world before it is published.   The news provides a ―real life referent‖ for the teaching of social studies concepts and 

skills. Sources for this class include but are no limited to: Newspaper in Education, CNN Interactive, current events 
publications, and Internet. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 334 AP U.S. HISTORY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must receive a ―B‖ or above in any previous Social Studies course AND score at or above grade 
level on ITED test. 

GRADE:  11-12 

Advanced Placement United States history is a year-long course open to juniors and seniors who wish to pursue AP 
College Board standing leading to college credit. The course will explore the political, social and economic issues that 
shaped and molded the American nation. The course structure will follow the College Board Advance Placement 
syllabus, and students are strongly encouraged to take the National College Board Exam that is administered in May.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 345 AP GOVERNMENT 

CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must receive a ―B‖ or above in A.P. U.S. History or U.S. History AND score at or above grade level 
on ITED test. 
GRADE: 12 
Advanced Placement Government has been structured to provide a college survey overview of the fundamentals of the 
government of the United States of America. Subject area coverage will include the evolution of the American political 

process, the rights and responsibilities of an American citizen, the inner workings of the American political process at 
the local, state and federal levels, and American foreign policy studies. The course will provide preparation for the 
Advanced Placement College Board exam to be administered in May.  

 

 

COURSE NUMBER 41011 MATH I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify. 
GRADE:   9 
This course provides working knowledge of the basic fundamentals of math.  Basic operations, whole numbers, 
fractions, decimals, percents, ratios, and proportions are concepts taught.  Practice in applying their reasoning skills is 

provided throughout the course. 
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COURSE NUMBER 42011 MATH II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify. 
GRADE:  10 

This course provides a continuation of skill development initiated in Basic Math I.  Basic math skills are reviewed with 
an emphasis on the concepts beyond the skills.  A section of living skills involving math is provided with lessons in 
calculating paychecks and managing a checking account.  An introduction to some of the elementary ideas of algebra, 
open sentences, properties, and number theory will be presented. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 41013 MATH III 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify 
GRADE:  11 
This course provides a continuation of skill development following Basic Math 2.  An introduction to integers and 
operations involving integers is presented along with graphs and graphing.  An introduction to geometry is also 
presented. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 41021 PRE ALGEBRA 

CREDIT 1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify 
GRADE 10-11 
 
COURSE NUMBER 412 PRE-ALGEBRA 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Appropriate score on placement test. 
GRADE:  9-12 
This course is designed for students who have a good working knowledge of the basic fundamentals but need practice 
applying their reasoning skills. Basic math skills are reviewed with an emphasis on the concepts behind the skills. An 
introduction to some of the elementary ideas of algebra, open sentences, and properties and structure of number will 
be presented. An introduction to geometry is also presented. An effort is made to apply the algebra and geometry 
ideas to practical problem situations. Emphasis is placed on application of skills.  

 

COURSE NUMBER 416 ALGEBRA IA 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Pre-Algebra at PCHS and teacher recommendation.  MUST be concurrently enrolled in Algebra IB. 
GRADE:  9-10 
Algebra IA is a course designed for the students who have a good working knowledge of algebra concepts but need 
practice with the geometry content areas. Basic algebra concepts are introduced and reinforced. These concepts 

include rational numbers, equations, inequalities, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, functions, graphs and 
graphing, and radical expressions. Students should expect daily homework assignments. Grades will be determined by 
tests, quizzes, daily assignments, and/or homework.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 417 ALGEBRA 1B 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Pre-Algebra at PCHS and teacher recommendation.  MUST be concurrently enrolled in Algebra 1A. 
GRADE:  9-10 
Algebra IB is a course designed for the college bound student. Basic algebra concepts are introduced and reinforced. 
These concepts include rational numbers, equations, inequalities, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, 

functions, graphs and graphing, and radical expressions. This course will also introduce the language and symbols of 
geometry and include inductive and deductive reasoning.  Students should expect daily homework assignments. 
Grades will be determined by tests, quizzes, daily assignments, and/or homework.  

 
COURSE NUMBER 413 ALGEBRA I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Pre-Algebra or appropriate score on placement test. 
GRADE:  9-12 
Algebra I is a course designed for the college bound student. Basic algebra concepts are introduced and reinforced. 
These concepts include rational numbers, equations, inequalities, polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, 

functions, graphs and graphing, and radical expressions. Students should expect daily homework assignments. Grades 
will be determined by tests, quizzes, daily assignments, and/or homework.  
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COURSE NUMBER 414 GEOMETRY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Algebra I or appropriate score on placement test. 
GRADE:  9-12 

After an introduction to the language and symbols of geometry and to inductive and deductive reasoning, this course 
concentrates on parallel lines, congruent and similar figures, quadrilaterals, circles, area and volume. Some work is 
done with trigonometry. Algebraic skills and concepts are integrated throughout the course. A scientific calculator is 
required. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 420 ALGEBRA II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Geometry or appropriate score on placement test. 
GRADE:  10-12 
Designed to prepare the college-bound student for more advanced mathematical concepts, Algebra II focuses on the 
retention of skills learned in Algebra I. These are the same concepts that are essential to success in the course. 
Subject areas such as equations and inequalities, matrices, polynomials, irrational and complex numbers, quadratic 

equations, and functions will be covered in depth. Students should expect daily homework assignments, the level of 
difficulty requires a responsible and mature approach to good study habits. Tests, quizzes, daily assignments, and/or 

homework will determine grades. The Texas Instruments TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus graphing calculator is 
recommended. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 432 PRE-CALCULUS 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Algebra II 

GRADE: 11-12 
This course is designed to prepare students for a calculus course. The focus of the course is the fundamental skills and 
concepts of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry needed for success in calculus. Sample topics included for study are 
linear, polynomial, rational, trigonometric, exponential, and logarithmic functions, polar coordinates and complex 
numbers, sequences and series, and combinations and probability. A graphing calculator is required for the course. 
The Texas Instruments TI-83 Plus is recommended.  
 

COLLEGE ALGREBRA (DUAL CREDIT) 

CREDIT: ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES: Algebra II.  B or better 
GRADE: 11-12 
Students should expect daily homework assignments; the level of difficulty requires a responsible and mature 
approach to good study habits.  The Texas Instruments TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus graphing calculator is recommended 
for this course.  This course covers the topics of complex numbers, quadratic equations, polynomial and rational 

inequalities, the algebra of functions, inverse functions, rational functions, polynomial functions, systems of equations, 
determinants, Cramer‘s Rule, the binomial theorem and selected topics.  This is a college course and one should 
expect it to move quickly. 
 
TRIGONOMETRY (DUAL CREDIT) 
CREDIT: ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES: Algebra II (B or better). It is highly encouraged that you take this course if one takes College 
Algebra for Dual Credit course. 
GRADE: 11-12 
This course covers the topics of definitions of trigonometric functions, graphing, formulas, and identities, solution of 

triangles using trigonometric functions, and logarithmic functions, solution of trigonometric equations, and inverse 
trigonometric functions and their graphs.  This is a college course and one should expect it to move quickly. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 441 AP CALCULUS 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Pre-Calculus OR College Algebra AND Trigonometry (with a grade of ―B‖ or higher) ITED score must 
be at or above grade level. 
GRADE: 12 
AP Calculus is a class for prospective math majors and for students whose primary interests are in engineering, 
physics, business, or the life sciences. The course requires knowledge of the topics from algebra, geometry, and 

trigonometry. Study focuses on limits, continuity, derivatives, and integrals. The course is designed to be the 
equivalent of the first college calculus course. Students will be given the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement 
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Test. A graphing calculator is required. As with Pre-Calculus, the Texas Instruments TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus is 
recommended. Students will be expected to spend at least one hour per day outside of class on homework and study. 
 

 

COURSE NUMBER 5101 SCIENCE I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify need. 
GRADE: 9 
 
COURSE NUMBER 5201 SCIENCE II 
CREDIT: 1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  IEP must identify need. 
GRADE:  10 
This course provides a continuation of the study and skill development initiated in Basic Science I.  
 

COURSE NUMBER 510 LABORATORY SCIENCE I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-12 
Lab Science I is an initial science class that will introduce Biology, Ecology, Physics, and Chemistry principals to 
students, with the main emphasis on Physics and Chemistry.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 511 GENERAL SCIENCE 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-12 
General science is about the exploration of the world around us.  This course is also divided into four units of study.  
Each explores a different branch of science--chemistry, physics, earth science, and biology.  The first topic of 
exploration provides for a study of the scientific method and skills utilized by scientists.  General science will focus on 
questions such as the content of matter, life processes, nature of light, electricity, and magnetism.  The impact of 
human activities on the environment and the composition and structure of the earth‘s matter are studied.  A historical 

perspective of science and inquiry will be contrasted with methods and advancements of current scientists.   
 
COURSE NUMBER 513 BIOLOGY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-12 
Biology is a course that has much to offer to high school students. It represents a valuable experience for the student 

who will be taking additional science but needs information relevant to human structure and function, ecology, and 
general plant-animal relationships. College-bound students will benefit from the above topics as well as in-depth 
discussions of cellular structure and function, comparisons of the five kingdoms of life, taxonomy, and bio-chemical 
interactions. Laboratory experience is part of biology and includes five dissections and work with compound light 
microscopes. Biology is an essential base to advanced science department courses of human anatomy and chemistry.  
 

COURSE NUMBER 523 MICROBIOLOGY 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITIES:  Must have PASSED both semesters of Biology 

GRADE:  10-12 
This course promotes an understanding of microbial structures, functions and diversity.  It reviews the basic biological 
principles as applied to microorganisms, and emphasizes the phylogenetic and metabolic diversity among them.  The 
course introduces new advances in molecular research in dealing with microbial diversity, ecology and niche 

differentiation.  The course stresses microbial roles in biogeochemical cycling of elements in nature, and global 
importance of microorganisms and promotes a balanced view of beneficial vs. harmful effects of microorganisms on 
the environment and human health and society. 
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COURSE NUMBER 524 GENETICS 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must have PASSED both semesters of Biology. 
GRADE:  10-12 

The course promotes an understanding of principles and cellular mechanisms of inheritance, theoretical and 
experimental basis, practical applications and regulatory mechanisms of DNA, RNA, and protein synthesis.  Topics 
addressed also include cell type and cell cycle, genes in pedigrees, DNA mutation and repair, comparative genomic 
evolution, genetic mapping of mendelian characters, genetic mapping of complex characters, identifying human 
disease genes, as well as updates on the human genome project. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 521 HUMAN ANATOMY 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must have passed both semesters of Biology 
GRADE:  10-12 
Human anatomy provides students with fundamental concepts in anatomy (structure) and physiology (function). 
Course material contains general information on a wide range of topics that are relevant to the health and well being 

of not only students but all members of the community in which they live. The course is designed to help students 
prepare for higher education, to further their studies in the area of biological interest, or to enter a health-related 

profession. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 522 CHEMISTRY I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Must have passed Algebra I  
GRADE:  10-12 

Chemistry I is a course that would benefit any student planning a college-bound sequence, especially those pursuing 
any scientific or health-related career. The chemistry course offered is an introductory course designed to give 
students a good basic knowledge of chemical principles. Topics expanded upon include the classification of matter, the 
structure of the atom, and the mechanisms by which atoms combine. Naming chemical compounds and writing 
chemical equations are also emphasized. A certain amount of mathematical applications will be covered, including 
those pertaining to gases. Laboratory exercises will be provided to emphasize concepts discussed.  
 

COURSE NUMBER 533 CHEMISTRY II 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Chemistry I and Algebra II or concurrent enrollment 
GRADE:  11-12 
Chemistry II is especially beneficial to those students who know they will be taking a chemistry course in college or 
pursuing scientific or medical related fields. It is a rigorous course that is a continuation of the concepts introduced in 
Chemistry I. Previous topics will be reviewed and expanded upon. New topics introduced will be concepts of organic 

chemistry, oxidation- reduction, electrochemistry, nuclear chemistry, and others. Laboratory exercises will be 
provided to emphasize concepts discussed in class.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 532 CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Algebra I 

GRADE: 11-12 
This course is designed to introduce the student to the basic concepts of physics. The concepts covered include 
motion, energy, work, friction, heat, sound, light, electricity, magnetism, and a few select topics. Emphasis will be 
placed on hands-on laboratory experiments and conceptual learning. Multiple choice tests, laboratory experiments, 

and homework will determine grades.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 541 AP PHYSICS 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Algebra II (with a grade of ―B‖ or above).  ITED score must be at or above grade level. 
GRADE:  12 
AP Physics is the capstone course in the PCHS science sequence and it prepares the student to take the Advanced 
Placement examination given in May of each year by the College Board. Students scoring well on the examination may 
be eligible for college credit. 
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COURSE NUMBER 611 SPANISH I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 

GRADE:  9-12 
Spanish I is the basis of the lingual-cultural experience. It includes a study of basic sound formations, grammar, 
vocabulary, and general cultural and geographical notes. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 621 SPANISH II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Spanish I with a ―C‖ or better 

GRADE:  10-12 
This course is devoted to increasing vocabulary and comprehension and mastering advanced grammar. Videos and 
music in the target language will be utilized for both comprehension and cultural exposure.  
 

COURSE NUMBER 631 SPANISH III 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Spanish II with a ―C‖ or better 

GRADE:  11-12 
Spanish III provides for an increased vocabulary and comprehension, improvement in spoken language, and mastery 
of advanced grammar. As in Spanish II, videos and music will be utilized to further instructional efforts.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 641 SPANISH IV 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Spanish III with a ―B‖ or better. 
GRADE:  12 
This course is offered as a dual credit class through Rend Lake College.  The course serves to review the previous 3 
years of foreign language study as well as improve listening and conversational skills.  An in-depth study of Spanish-
speaking countries is also covered within the curriculum.  The second semester of this course will be an ‗immersion‘ 
class where Spanish is spoken almost exclusively. 
 

 
COURSE NUMBER 43202 COMPUTER APPLICATIONS/KEYBOARDING I (Dual Credit) 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
DUAL CREDIT:  CSCI 1101- Introduction to Computers (RLC)- 3 College Credits. 
GRADE:  9-12 
An introduction to the concepts and features of computer systems, with an emphasis on information processing.  

Topics covered include hardware, application software, systems software, networks, Internet, computer applications 
and social issues, data security and control.  Office 2007 applications such as Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Access will 
also be taught.  Basic keyboarding techniques and formatting will also be discussed. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 41203 DESKTOP PUBLISHING (Dual Credit) 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITIES:  None 

GRADE:  9-12 

DUAL CREDIT:  CSCI 2247-Desktop Publishing Basics (RLC)- 3 College Credits 
Students will use desktop publishing software to create newsletters, calendars, brochures, advertisements, and other 
business documents.  Students will use created images and the internet to research information for various projects.  
Students will create and design their own business and concert band to develop professional desktop publishing 
documents.  Students will create cover letters, thank you letters, and resumes to develop employability skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

17 

COURSE NUMBER 734 WEB PAGE DESIGN I (Dual Credit) 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Computer Applications I with a ―C‘ or better 
DUAL CREDIT: WBM 1205- Introduction to Web Desing (RLC) 

  WBM 1120- Introduction to HTML (RLC) or WBM HTML Basics (RLC) 
GRADE:  10-12 
In the first part of this course, students will use the HTML programming language to design and create web pages.  
Students will develop a basic understanding of HTML coding.  They will use a text editor to write HTML coding and 
upload it to the Internet.  In the second part of this course, students will use commercial software, such as 
Dreamweaver CS3, to develop web pages.  Students will be introduced to the concepts of good design, how to 
implement good design into a web page, and be able to identify web sites on the Internet which display good and bad 

design techniques. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 743WEB PAGE DESIGN II (Dual Credit) 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Web Page Design I with a ―C‘ or better. 

DUAL CREDIT:  WBM 1208- Designing Accessible Websites (RLC) 
GRADE:  11-12 

Students in this course will maintain, create, and revise the Pinckneyville High School web page on a daily basis.  
Other areas to be covered are:  using image composing software to create web graphics, using advanced applications 
of HTML, creating interactive web pages using Dreamweaver, creating databases to interact with the PCHS web page, 
and using other web page development programs.  Students will also serve as consultants to assist PCHS teachers in 
creating and maintaining teacher web pages.  Web page creation is an ever-changing field; as programs and devices 
used in creating web pages change, so will this class.  

COURSE NUMBER 735 GRAPHIC DESIGN-A (Dual Credit) 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Computer Applications with a ―C‖ or better 
DUAL CREDIT:  WBM 1218- Adobe Illustrator I (RLC) 
GRADE:  10-12 
Students will be introduced to basic design principles and elements.  This course will cover the use of traditional 
design tools, design layouts, styles, and terminology.  Students will learn the basics of working with graphics using 

Adobe software such as Photoshop CS3, Illustrator CS3, and InDesign CS3. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 736 GRAPHIC DESIGN-B (Dual Credit) 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Passed Computer Applications with a ―C‖ or better 
DUAL CREDIT:  WBM 1226- Introduction to Flash I (RLC) 
GRADE:  10-12 

Students will be introduced to basic design principles and elements.  This course will cover the use of traditional 
design tools, design layouts, styles, and terminology.  Students will learn the basics of working with graphics using 
Adobe software such as Photoshop CS3, Flash CS3, and Fireworks CS3. 
 
COURSE NUMBER43201 BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY CONCEPTS 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-12 
In this introductory level course, students will be exposed to an orientation to business, marketing, and management 
concepts, including business principles, business communications, and business computation. Areas of study will 

include basic business principles; identifying types of businesses and classifications; basic business communication 
theory; basic writing skills; and basic communication technology. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 41201 ACCOUNTING I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  10-12 
Accounting I includes planned learning experiences that develop initial and basic skills used in systematically 
computing, classifying, recording, verifying and maintaining numerical data involved in financial records including the 
paying and receiving of money. Units of study include keeping financial records; accounting computer theory and/or 

applications, basic fundamentals and terminology of accounting, preparing financial reports, and operating related 
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business machines and equipment. Automated accounting software is used to develop skills in the entry, retrieval, and 
statistical analysis of business data. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 41202 ACCOUNTING II 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Accounting I 
GRADE:  11-12 
Accounting II will build upon the skills learned in Accounting I. Students will develop a deeper knowledge of the 
principles of accounting with emphasis being placed on financial statements and accounting records. Students will 
study previously learned principles as they apply in business. Units of study will include types of business 
organizations, cost accounting, tax accounting, payroll accounting, and preparing financial and budget reports. 

Automated accounting software is used to develop skills in the entry, retrieval, and statistical analysis of business 
data. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 738 BUSINESS LAW 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  None  
GRADE:  11-12 

Business Law focuses on both the substance and the process of our legal system and reflects many social and ethical 
issues.  Students will become familiar with contracts, the buyer and seller relationship, bailments, and the debtor and 
creditor relationship, as well as a variety of other law topics.  Actual legal cases are studied and the rules of law are 
discussed and analyzed. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 722 SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING 

CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  10-12 
This course will provide students with the fundamental principles and concepts of marketing in the sports and 
entertainment arenas.  Students will develop critical thinking and decision-making skills through applying marketing 
principles and relating them to a diverse population and the global society.  Computer simulations, cooperative 
learning, lecture/discussion, in-class activities, student projects, student presentations, and a culminating final project 

will be utilized through the duration of the course. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 41600 INTERRELATED COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 
CREDIT:  2 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Senior, permission of Cooperative Education Coordinator and concurrent enrollment in 943. 
GRADE:  12 
Students must submit a written application to the Coordinator to be accepted in the program. Students must 

demonstrate dependability through attendance and must have at least a 2.8 GPA. Students will be selected based on 
the application, teacher recommendations and interviews. ICE is a program of supervised work experiences through a 
cooperative arrangement between the school and various workstations within the community. Essentially, students 
are released for 7 ½ hours weekly to work in an occupational area and receive pay for this experience. Students must 
also enroll in a related cooperative education class.  A written training agreement and personalized training plan will 
be developed by the student, employer, and coordinator. Work-based educational placements are available in all 

vocational areas.  Two class periods are allocated to this course. 
 
COURSE NUMBER  416001 COOPERATIVE EDUCATION RELATED COURSE 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Senior, permission of Cooperative Education Coordinator and concurrent enrollment in 942. 
GRADE:  12 
This class is designed for senior students interested in gaining workplace skills through an organized classroom setting 

and the workplace environment. This course helps students develop skills and attitudes necessary for success in the 
workplace.  Units of study include employer expectations, teamwork, business communications, workplace safety, and 
career exploration. 
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COURSE NUMBER 715 CAREER EDUCATION 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-10 

Students will use the Career Cruising program on the Internet as well as College Zone and many other web based 
programs.  An interest inventory, skills assessment, and student portfolio will be incorporated into this semester 
class.  Careers, colleges, world-of-work, curriculum, resume building, college preparation courses, apprenticeship 
programs, and many other areas will be explored.  Guest speakers and field trips will be part of this learning process. 
 

 
COURSE NUMBER 43401 LEARNING FOR INDEP, FAMILY & EMPL (LIFE) 

CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-10 
This is a basic course that includes the classroom and laboratory experiences needed to develop knowledge and 

understanding in the foundation areas of human development and health, interpersonal and family relationships, child 
care, housing, interior design, and clothing and textiles, as well as resource management and an introduction to the 
world of work. Learning experiences assist students in their awareness of today‘s world and the nature of the family 

and consumer sciences field and related careers.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 43402 FOOD AND NUTRITION I 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-12 

This course is intended to provide students with the essential information necessary to make informed and intelligent 
choices regarding the selection, preparation, and serving of nutritionally sound foods. Food and Nutrition provides a 
basis for further study in the vocational/occupational area.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 43403 FOOD AND NUTRITION II 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Food and Nutrition I or permission from an administrator and/or the instructor. 

GRADE:  9-12 
This ―how-to‖ course will provide students with classroom and laboratory experience needed to know and understand 
basic food principles and applied nutrition concepts for people of all ages.  
Units of study will include: Careers in foods and nutrition; safety and sanitation measures when preparing food; basic 
principles of cookery; cooking terms and the application of them; decision making for preparation techniques that 
produce satisfying meals; resource utilization when planning, preparing and serving food and preparation of a wide 
variety of foods.  

This course will be taught using various means of demonstration, laboratories, class handouts, and multi-media 
resources and study guides.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 43406 CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Orientation to Family and Consumer Sciences 

This course emphasizes learning experiences that help students gain knowledge and understanding of the intellectual, 
physical, social, and emotional development of children from conception through adolescence.  The course content 
centers around the following areas:  promoting positive self-esteem in children, applying decision-making and goal-

setting skills, promoting child development by applying physical, social, intellectual and emotional principles, 
practicing health and safety standards for children, and providing experiences through lab projects preparing teaching 
units to incorporate on individual field trips to local elementary schools.  Information related to careers in childcare is 
incorporated throughout the course. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 41405 PARENTING 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Orientation to Family and Consumer Sciences 
This course is designed to help students think through the responsibilities, satisfactions, and stresses of parenthood, 
as well as financing as a parent, picking a feasible career, and choosing a suitable spouse.  Many types of parenting 
situations are examined.  Stress prevention and management and the work of community agencies that help parents 

deal with various types of parenting crises are emphasized.  The course content includes the following duty areas:  
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managing and organizing parenting by applying decision-making and goal-setting skills, applying the basic principles 
of the parenting process, practicing health and safety standards as related to parenting, providing experiences which 
encourage parents and children to maximize resources, encouraging human relation skills in children/adolescents, and 
evaluating impact on parenting of family and career changes.  Attention is given to studying pregnancy and care of 

children from birth through the teen years.  Baby Think It Over doll simulation is an optional part of the class. 
 
COURSE NUMBER  41411 FOOD SERVICE OCCUPATIONS I (PRO START YEAR 1) 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Food and Nutrition II or permission from an administrator and/or instructor.  
GRADE:  11-12 
This course provides students interested in a career in food service with the information and practical experiences 

needed for the development of food service job-related skills. The students receive laboratory experiences using home 
and commercial equipment to prepare food in small and large quantities.  
Training experiences involve equipment and facilities which simulate those found in business and industry. Emphasis 
is placed on food facility management, cake decoration, and catering large and small functions.  
 

COURSE NUMBER 43404 CLOTHING & TEXTILES 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  Orientation to Family and Consumer Sciences or permission of the teacher 
GRADE:  10-12 
Clothing and Textiles is designed to help students develop knowledge, understanding, and experiences in fashion, 
fabric and textiles, and to assist them in meeting their needs. The students will develop competencies in the following 
areas: selecting clothing and textile products; fashion; sewing, altering, repairing and remodeling clothing; 
costuming; creating home accessories; and exploring clothing-related careers.  

 
COURSE NUMBER 41404 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  11 (Junior Requirement) 
Resource Management fulfills the state consumer education requirement. Units of study include consumer credit, 
comparison of prices, budgeting, rights and responsibilities of the consumer, and buying goods and services, including 

food, clothing, transportation, and housing.  

 

 
COURSE NUMBER 4500F INTRODUCTION TO INDUSTRY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADES:  9-12 
This course is designed to inform students about today‘s industrial world, the kinds of industries in our region, and 

those in which we will be offering programs.  It is designed to expose students to a variety of occupations and 
provides minimum basic skill development that will enable students to make meaningful decisions about which 
industrial occupations area to pursue.  Through a variety of training activities, students will be exposed to career 
opportunities in the four systems of the Illinois Plan for Industrial Education, i.e. transportation, energy utilization, 
communications, and production. 
Experiences will start with basic employability skills needed by all workers and basic safety principles for industry.  
Students will also be exposed to transition skills, vocational ethics, and generalized skills in this course.  Experiences 

will include resources, technical processes, industrial applications, and their technological impact. 

Exposure to all areas will be through a series of field trips, on-site visitations, guest speakers, and film and laboratory 
simulations.  Projects will include a hands-on approach with studies in the qualifications for the various job 
opportunities and activities in the laboratory, shop, classroom, and actual work setting. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 4511S INTRODUCTION TO CONSTRUCTION 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to Industry or permission of the teacher 
GRADE:  10-12 
This introductory course deals with a variety of skills associated with construction occupations. It provides students 

with a study of basic skills needed in the area of building construction. Units of study include career opportunities in 
construction trades; basic safety practices and principles; basic construction tools and how they operate; standard 
building materials; basic blueprint reading; and building concepts and procedures.  
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Learning experiences are designed to teach students about construction occupations and help students develop basic 
knowledge and skills for use in upper-level construction courses. Students will also be taught employability skills, 
vocational ethics, generalized skills, and transition skills. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 4512A CONSTRUCTION I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to Construction or permission of the teacher. 
GRADE:  10-12 
Construction I will provide students with experiences related to the erection, installation, and maintenance of 
residential buildings and related fixtures. Units of study will include a review of safety practices and principles, building 
principles, footings, foundations, and basement layout methods, as well as local, state, and national codes. A study of 

cost estimating, reading and interpretation of blueprints, floor, wall, ceiling, and roof framing, application of roofing 
materials, installation of exterior doors and windows, application and installation of sofet/facia and guttering, layout 
and construction of sidewalks, porches, and driveways, grade yards, observation and discussion of plumbing, heating, 
air-conditioning, rough and residential wiring are also included. This program is designed to equip students with basic 
employability skills in the construction occupations. Apprenticeship programs may be available (on an individual 

basis). 
 

COURSE NUMBER 4513A CONSTRUCTION II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Construction I 
GRADE:  11-12 
Construction II will build on experience students had in the Construction I course. Units of study will include advanced 
safety practices and principles, insulating methods and materials, drywall applications, observation and demonstration 

of the installation of plumbing fixtures and systems, wall and ceiling painting, staining and varnishing doors, windows, 
and interior trim, installation of doors and interior trim, cabinets, finished flooring, and observation and discussion of 
installation of electrical fixtures.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 4505 A ELECTRONICS I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Intro. To Technology and Algebra I 

GRADE:  11-12 

Provided learning experiences relate to the testing, maintenance, and repair of electronic components and circuits. 
Planned learning experiences will allow students to become more knowledgeable of fundamental electronic theories 
and laws and to develop practical skills in testing, maintaining, and repairing selected electronic components, circuits, 
equipment, and systems. Units of instruction include safety principles and practices, AC circuits, electrical parameters 
and circuits, electronics component function and identification, advanced assembly skills, and the use and care of 
related test equipment. Students will be exposed to digital electronics and/or robotics. Selection of components and 

circuits will be carefully planned to provide learning experiences appropriate to individual student abilities and 
interests and will relate to job entry-level requirements of local employers. This course will help provide the 
understanding of electronic concepts needed by both the industrial electronic and the automotive student. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 4506A ELECTRONICS II 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Electronics I 
GRADE:  12 
Electronics II will build upon the experience students had in Electronics I.  Units of study will include advanced safety 
practices and principles, testing and basic maintenance of electronic equipment and systems, troubleshooting 

techniques, alignment and calibration procedures, digital circuitry, logic circuitry, electrical and electronic schematics, 
and the use and care of related test equipment.  Also studied are the concepts associated with DC and AC electricity, 
semiconductors and digital circuits as they are used in industry.  Emphasis will be placed on ―hands-on‖ lab work. 

 
COURSE NUMBER 4500F INTRODUCTION TO TRANSPORTATION 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to Technology or permission of the teacher. 
GRADE:  9-12 
This course will begin to teach students basic skills needed to develop competencies for employment and/or continued 
education in the area of transportation. The major emphasis of the course will be placed on engine design, function, 

disassembly, and reassembly. The student will become familiar with basic tools and procedures of maintenance. They 
will also examine many of the components and gain an understanding of their function and operation. Dispersed 
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throughout the course will be appropriate employability skills, generalized skills, transition skills, vocational ethics, 
and safety.  
 
 

   
COURSE NUMBER 4100 INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
GRADE:  9-10 

This orientation course provides an opportunity for students to learn how the agricultural industry is organized; its 
major components; the economic influence of agriculture at state, national and international levels; and the scope and 
types of job opportunities in the agricultural field. Basic concepts in animal science, plant science, soil science, 
horticulture, and agribusiness management will be presented. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a 
focus. Participation in FFA is strongly recommended.  Student participating is FFA can participate in a Supervised 
Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects which is an integral course component for leadership development, career 

exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts.   
 
COURSE NUMBER 910 INTRODUCTION TO HORTICULTURE SCIENCE  
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry or Instructor Approval  
GRADE:  10-12 
This course is designed to develop knowledge and skills in the following areas: using soil and other plant growing 

media; identifying horticultural plants; propagating horticultural plants; basics of growing horticultural  plants in 
greenhouse and nursery settings; constructing, maintaining and using plant-growing structures; operating, repairing 
and maintaining equipment used in the horticultural field. This course is designed to reinforce and extend students 
understanding of science by associating basic scientific principles and concepts with relevant applications in 
agriculture.  
 
COURSE NUMBER 4101 SUPERVISED AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE I 

CREDIT:  ½ (2 semesters)  
PREREQUISITES:  Enrollment in the agricultural program 

Grade 9-10 
SAEP I is primarily designed for students at the freshman and sophomore levels.  Junior and senior students who are 
enrolled in orientation level agriculture classes are also eligible.  Students will be required to complete a minimum of 
one approved project.  This experience program will give credit to those students who have completed an SAEP.  To 

receive credit, the student must keep a record book appropriate for their project.  Credit determination will be based 
upon project visitation and supervision, as well as a completed record book in which size of the project, percent of 
student ownership, net income, skills and tasks learned, and safety activities will be considered by the teacher. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 4104 SUPERVISED AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE II 
CREDIT:  ½ (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Enrollment in the agricultural program 

GRADE:  11-12 
This course provides for further individualized study in agriculture as established in the SAEP I course.  Guidelines and 
instruction parallel the introductory course. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 4102 AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry or Instructor Approval 

GRADE:  10-11 
This orientation course builds on basic skills and knowledge gained in the introduction to the agricultural industry 
course. Major units of instruction include agricultural research, soil science, advanced plant science, biotechnology, 
and advanced animal science. Applied science and math skills and concepts will be stressed throughout the course as 
they relate to each area. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student 
organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for 

leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
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COURSE NUMBER 4105 AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT I 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry and one orientation level course or approval of instructor  
GRADE:  11-12 

This course will develop students‘ understanding of the agricultural industry relating to the United States and the 
world market place. Instructional units include: marketing and trading of agricultural products, international 
agriculture, imports and exports, agricultural law, taxes, governmental regulations and policies, and advanced 
computerized record keeping. Student skills will be enhanced in math, reading comprehension, and writing though 
agribusiness applications. Employability skills will be developed with resume writing and interviewing techniques to 
gain employment. Post-secondary education will be explored at agricultural colleges and universities. Improving 
computer and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised 

Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career exploration 
and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 939 AGRICULTURAL CONSTRUCTION AND TECHNOLOGY 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 

PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry and Ag Mechanics and Technology. 
GRADE:  11-12 

This advanced course focuses on the knowledge, hands-on skills, and work place skills applicable to construction in 
the agricultural industry. Major units of instruction include: personal safety, hand tools, power tools, blueprint 
reading, and surveying, construction skills in carpentry, plumbing, electricity, concrete, block laying, drywall and 
painting. Careers such as agricultural engineers, carpenter, plumber, electrician, concrete and block layers, finishers, 
safety specialists, and other related occupations will be examined. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a 
focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an 

integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 937 AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS AND TECHNOLOGY  
CREDIT:  1 (2 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry and one orientation level course or approval of instructor.  
GRADE:  11-12 
This course will concentrate on expanding students‘ knowledge and experiences with agricultural mechanics 

technologies utilized in the agricultural industry. Units of instruction included are: design , construction, fabrication, 

maintenance, welding, electricity/electronics, internal combustion engines, hydraulics, and employability skills. Career 
of agricultural construction engineer, electrician, plumber, welder, equipment designer, parts manager, safety 
inspector, welder, and other related occupations will be examined. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a 
focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an 
integral course component for leadership development, career exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 

COURSE NUMBER 4110 LANDSCAPING AND TURF MANAGEMENT 
CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry and Introduction to Horticultural Sciences or approval of 
instructor. 
GRADE:  11-12 
This advanced course focuses on the landscape, nursery, and turf segments of the horticulture industry. Units of 

student include: identifying landscape plants, designing landscape plans, landscape construction techniques, and 
installing landscape plants. Also included are nursery production, turf grass production, small engine repair, and 
maintenance of existing landscapes. Agribusiness units will cover calculating prices for work, managing a horticulture 
business, advertising, and sales. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA is 

strongly recommended.   
 
COURSE NUMBER 933 NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semesters) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry and one orientation level course or approval of instructor. 
GRADE:  11-12 
This course develops management and conservation skills in understanding the connection between agriculture and 
natural resources. Student knowledge and skills are develop in: understanding natural resources and its importance; 
fish, wildlife, and forestry management and conservation; and exploring outdoor recreational enterprises. Hunting and 
fishing as a sport, growing and managing tree forests, and outdoor safety education will be featured. Career 

exploration will be discussed including: park ranger, game warden, campground manager, forester, conservation 
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officer, wildlife manager, and related occupations. Improving computer and workplace skills will be a focus. 
Participation in FFA is strongly recommended 
 
COURSE NUMBER 924 INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS 

CREDIT:  1 (2 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Introduction to the Agricultural Industry or Instructor Approval  
GRADE:  9-10 
In this course, theory and hands-on experiences provide opportunities for students to develop basic knowledge and 
skills in agricultural mechanics. Instructional areas include the basic fundamentals of maintaining and repairing small 
gasoline engines, basic electricity, welding, construction, cold metal work, and operating agricultural equipment 
safely. Improving workplace and computer skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA student organization activities and 

Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects is an integral course component for leadership development, career 
exploration and reinforcement of academic concepts. 
 
COURSE NUMBER 4107 BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE APPICATIONS IN AGRICULTURE ï PLANT SCIENCE 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 

PREREQUISITES:  Biology  
GRADE:  10-12 

This course is designed to reinforce and extend students‘ understanding of science by associating basic scientific 
principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Students will examine major phases of plant growth 
and management in agriculture and the specific biological science concepts that govern management decisions. Topics 
of study are in the areas of initiating plant growth – germination, plant sensory mechanisms, enzyme action, 
absorption, and managing plant growth – photosynthesis, respiration, translocation, metabolism, and growth 
regulation. The course will be valuable preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science 

through the applied setting of agriculture by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process. Improving 
workplace and computer skills will be a focus. Participation in FFA is strongly recommended 
 
COURSE NUMBER 930 BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE APPLICATIONS IN AGRICULTURE ï ANIMAL SCIENCE 
CREDIT:  ½ (1 semester) 
PREREQUISITES:  Biology  
GRADE: 10-12 

This course is designed to reinforce and extend students‘ understanding of science by associating basic scientific 

principles and concepts with relevant applications in agriculture. Students will examine major phases of animal 
agriculture and specific biological science concepts that govern management decisions in the animal industry. Topics 
of study are in the areas of growth and development of animals – embryology, ethnology, nutrition, immunity 
systems, and processing animal products – preservation, fermentation, and pasteurization. The course will be valuable 
preparation for further education and will increase the relevance of science through the applied setting of agriculture 
by enhancing literacy in science and the scientific process. This course is designed to reinforce and extend students‘ 

understanding of science by associating basic scientific principles and concepts with relevant applications in 
agriculture. Students will examine major phases of animal growth. 

 


